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escape that this question, if not faced
now, can have only one miserable end."

More than a hundred years ago John
Dalton gave his atomic theory, and for
many years past scientists have told
us of the tremendous forces existing
in atomic energy. But it was merely a
theory on which a great deal of know-
ledge had been accumulated when the
war of 1939 broke upon us. Then
under the stress of war the scientists
of every nation sought desperately to
discover the real secret of atomic
energy.

British and American scientists
discovered the secret as they worked
together in America, and the atomic
bomb was the result. It is the greatest
destructive force ;ver known in the
world. Its possibilities as a beneficial
force for mankind, though not yet dis-
covered, are immense. The question
remains, however, much as Professor
Soddy put it years ago: Is it to be the
master or servant of man? Will
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Immanuel Kant, a German woo lived in the
eighteenth century, had an almost dwarfishly
small body, but the brain of a mental giant
" Critique of Pure Reason " is one of the
world's greatest books.
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man's mind be capable of using it
wisely to bring greater happiness and
understanding to the world, or will he
use it only to destroy ?
Problems of the Mind.
That is why it is of the utmost
importance we should learn something
about our own minds and the way we
think; we must learn to think rightly
and to understand that mysterious
and little-understood something within
us that we call our soul. Of course,
many men have pondered and dis-
cussed such questions since the days
when Christ taught on earth.
In one way it can be understood that
the writings of these men who have
been concerned with the things of the
mind and the soul have rarely received
the attention some great discovery in
science has gained. Yet many of our
great thinkers and philosophers have
had the scientific mind. Baruch de
Spinoza, a Dutch philosopher who was
born in 1632, was trained in the sciences
of his day and approached the question
of the working of men's minds in the
same way he would have tried to solve
a difficult arithmetic problem.
Free or Slave ?
Spinoza was not concerned with
telling men what they ought to do.
He simply tried to understand the
reason for men's actions, and from this
endeavoured to learn something about
the souls of men. The human soul is
only the idea of the human body, and
according to whether these ideas are
adequate or inadequate, man is either
free or a slave. True freedom depends
on the extent to which a man shakes
ofi the yoke of his passions and identi-
fies himself with God.
It was not easy teaching, but it is
only by understanding one's own mind
and trying to make it a better mind
that we shall ever obtain a real know-
ledge of ourselves. John Locke, an
Englishman born in the same year as
Spinoza, was interested in much the